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HM ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
LOSES ON TICKET PRICE RULING
mathew/le 
9-24-71 
s n o r t s  onesports
MISSOULA--
Infor mat ion S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 40 6 )  243-2522
The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Montana a t h l e t i c  department may lo se  un to  $36,000 from i t s  budget  
t h i s  year  because o f  a f e d e r a l  r u l i n g  Fr iday  on the U n i v e r s i t y ' s  home game t i c k e t  p r i c e s .
The r u l i n g  s a id  t h a t  t i c k e t  p r i c e  in c re a s e s  and $1 admission p r i c e s  to  s tu d en t s  t h a t  
UM s e t  up l a s t  s p r in g  cannot go i n to  e f f e c t  because o f  P r e s id e n t  Nixon 's  wage-pr ice  f r e e z e .  
The l e t t e r  Fr iday was to  UM A dm in is t ra t ive  Vice P r e s id e n t  George L. M i tch e l l  from 
Donald G. Eddy, reg io n a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  the  O ff ice  o f  Emergency Preparedness  in Denver. The 
OEP 1S the  p o l i c in g  agent f o r  the  wage-pr ice  f r eeze  r u l i n g .  M i tche l l  wrote to  the  Denver 
o f f i c e  asking f o r  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on t i c k e t  p r i c e s .
UM A t h l e t i c  D i re c to r  Jack Swarthout saw a copy o f  the  l e t t e r  Fr iday  morning and came 
up with the  $36,000 f i g u r e .  He based h i s  e s t im a te  on revenue loss  f o r  f o o t b a l l  and b a s k e t ­
b a l l  season from re se rved  s e a t ,  genera l  admission and s tu d e n t  t i c k e t s .
The a t h l e t i c  department r a i s e d  re se rv e d  t i c k e t  p r i c e s  from 34 to  $5 and from $3.50 to  
$4 and general  admission t i c k e t s  from $2.50 to  $3. The $1 admission p r i c e  f o r  s tu d e n t s  
was s e t  by the  s tu d e n t s  themselves when they  voted t o  reduce t h e i r  n a r t  in funding the  
a t h l e t i c  budget from $8 a q u a r t e r  to  $7.
Formerly,  s tu d e n t s  got i n t o  home games f r e e  i f  they pa id  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  f e e ,  and t h a t
appa ren t ly  w i l l  be the  s i t u a t i o n  t h i s  year .
" I f  we have to  s u b t r a c t  the  $36,000 from our  budget w e ' l l  be dead ,"  Swarthout s a i d ,  
a f t e r  hear ing  o f  the  r u l i n g .  " I 'm  a f r a i d  t h a t  i f  we d o n ' t  ge t  some money somwehre, w e ' l l  
be back on the bottom (o f  the  Big Sky Conference) j u s t  l i k e  we were in years  p a s t , "  he s a id .
Sw ar thou t ' s  f i n a n c i a l  problems are  compounded by the  f a c t  t h a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  r a i s e d
i t s  t u i t i o n  t h i s  y ea r  $15 a q u a r t e r  f o r  i n - s t a t e  s tu d en t s  and 360 a q u a r t e r  f o r  n o n - r e s i d e n t s .
That r a i s e d  h i s  cos ts  fo r  the  100 o r  so s tu d en t s  on a t h l e t i c  s c h o l a r s h i p s .
more
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\he Nixon Administration has indicated it will lift the wage-price freeze in November,
but as IP! athletic department business manager Earl Martell pointed out Friday, post-freeze
controls may prohibit the University from raisin" prices indefinitely.
The ruling is not clear on whether or not the University is to refund some money to 
those people who have already purchased tickets. Martell said members of the athletic 
department and the IJM administration will be meeting Monday to explore that question.
The loss to the athletic department will be roughly 10 to 15 per cent of its budget, 
according to Martell.
Swarthout said the University will not discontinue athletics this year, despite the 
loss in funds.
"He have contracts for football and basketball season," he said. "Me have guaranteed 
teams coming in here a certain amount of money and it would cost us more money to cancel
them than to go ahead with them," he said.
In the letter to Mitchell, Eddy cited "Economic Stabilization Regulation No. 1, 
Section 2," which essentially says that no one can charge, assess or receive more for com­
modities or services than the highest prices charged during the base neriod -- July 16, 
1971 to Aug. 16, 1971, or the nearest preceding 59-day period during which transactions 
occurred.
Eddy said students cannot be charged because there was no previous transaction to 
establish a ceiling price and ticket prices cannot be raised because, "Even though this 
increase was approved and some sales were made prior to the freeze, the increase would 
appear to be in violation of the executive order since the transaction takes place when 
the produce or service is delivered."
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